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FAILED TO

SUBSTITUTE

Watson Worked To Get
Beard’s Investigating
Resolution in Place of
Carter’s, But the Major-
ity Did Not Want That

Kind of Investigation.

Action taken oy the Legislature yes- '
terday on the resolutiom providing for
the investigation of the Trustees of
the Internal lmprovement Fund, dis-
tinctly showed that the majority was
imbued with the sense of fair dealing.

It provided by its action that it
WAs not t0 ride rough-shod over the
Governor and other State ofticers com-
posing the Board. That the disposi-
tion was to meet the Governor's re-
quesat, as embraced in his spécial mes-
sage to the Legislature, asking for an

investigation.

Not only for the purpose of examin-
ing into the conduct ot the Trustees,
but also to investigate in their behalf

as well.

When the Senate Concurrent Reso- -
lution, by Mr. Beard, was received ‘n
the House, Mr. Dorman, of Suwannes,
moved that it be substitued for the
House Concurrent Resolution. This
was opposed by Mr. Carter, of Alachua,

who said:

“l was led to offer the House Con-
current Resolution No, 1, .1 am not

willing to see the Semate Resolution
substituted without at least the mem-
bership of this house understanding
as I understand it the difference be-
tween the two resolutions. 1

“The object of the resolution, if i
understand it, is to bring about an in-
of the Internal Improve

™iE -

that should control
to which one of those resolutions
gshould be adopted, I want to briefly,
calmly and dispassionately point out
to the membership of this house the
distinctive difference of these (wo
points that presents itself to my mind;
and the resolution that was adopted
ould be the
preferable one.

“The Senate Resolution provides for
the appointment of the same number
that the House Resolution does; a
committee to consist of three from
the Senate and four from the House,
and defining their duties, etec. The
same number and the same object is
stated by the House Resolution.

“The only difference, however, Mr.
Speaker, is this: that the House Reso-
lution contemplates an immedlate in-
vestigation of this question. It may
be contended, and doubtless will by
those who advocate the adoption of
the Senate Resolution instead of the
House one, that the Senate Resolu-
tion contemplates an immediate and
final investigation, but I submit for the
intelligent consideration of the mem-
bership of this house that the lan-
guage employed in the Senate Concur-
rent Resolution is susceptible of an-
other construction and wunder the
terms thereof, at the last days of the
session of this body, with this great
guestion still undetermined, the public
mind throughout our State still left
at sen a8 to whether there is any truth
fn the charges that have been made
against this Board, that holds a trust
fund, undetermined and unsettied in
their minds, at the latter days of this
session that committee could come In
and say ‘We haven’t flnished our in-
vestigations and we want to sit during
the recess and report hereafter.’

“l want it clearly understood, that
he who runs may read and know that
this investigation of this important
Trust Board should be and MUST be

disposed

held and of finally by

(Applause.)

without having instituted

on our affairs.
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body at this session of the Legislature.
I for one am not willing
to dally with this matter any longer.
If people occupying the high position
that h&e‘:h gel;;lomen do are guilty of &
one-half the arges that have been

preferred against them .rom one ond'ln Eﬂﬂl't to
of the State to the other, I say that
this Legislature should never adjourn
impeach-
ment proceedings against them. If
theymnottuutyofthotn,lotul
know the truth, for Ged's sako, and
protect those whom we select to carry
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ity in
full committee.

“I know that there are some of the
brainiest and best lawyers in the State
that occupy positions over in the other
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SYD. L. OARTER.

end of this capitol. Why, then, under
the resolution that I have offered here,
can't you select, if it is necessary to
have lawyers, if we caun't get along
without them, if they are like the old
man of the sea, and we can never
shake them off—why can’t you select
out of this body of men on the Judi-
ciary Committee the number necessary
under the resolution?

“Why can't the President of the
Senate select some of those very able
and erudite lawyers In the Senate to
constitute that committee, and save
the Btate from golng out on the high-
ways and byways and hunting up
special favorites to line thelr pockegs
from the Btate's funds? [ don't mean
any reflection on the legal profession
in saying these things, either; | ami
one of that gang myself. I have been
making a llving fooling people in this
Btate for thirty years as a member of
that profession, but I do say t I can
#6e no necessity in the world for ap-
pointing a committee from this mem-
bership and then going out and em-
ployins : h'yt“to to do the work.

e wan say another thing,
with the full appreciation of what |
say, that all the lawyers you may hire
in Jacksonville, or anywhere where

(Continued on Page Four,)
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The following Joint Resolution cou-
cerning the holding of a constitutional
convention was introduced 1in the
House y by Representative -
Dorman, Buwannee:

“Whereas, The present Constitution
of this State is not in accord with the
wishes of the people; therefore, be it

two houses of this Legislatpre, with
the yeas and nays, and that the same

be referred to the Leglslature next
here::‘;; to“ubo chosen, and shall be
publ w y In one it
every county in which sm l:
published, for three months preceding
the next general election of represen-
tatives, and in those counties where
Do newspaper is published, notice shall
be given by posting at the several
polling precinets in such counties for
six weeks vext preceding sald election
as provided In Bection 2 of

XVII of the Constitution of the State
of Florida”
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body, which soon after gramted to J.
W. Perking of Volusia, the privilege
of the fir.r. »

Cor<urrent Resolution 'Neo, 4 was in-
troduced by Mr. Adaus, pelative to
State appropriations _tax levies,
which resolution went over,

Senate Resolutions Nesi 15, 16, 17,
18 and 19 were adopted, they being
relative to the employment of-clerks
for various commitiees, Senator
Crane, who presented No 48, spoke of
the Importance of the sppointments
of these clerks by the ciéirmen of the
committees and that théy at once eer-
tify the appointments t¢ the Commit-
tee on Legislative Expenses.
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works plant, its extension and enlarge
provides for all
able bodied men to keep the streets of

ment. Bill No. 52

Tallahassee in good repair.

During the reading of Mr. Beard's
President Harris va-
cated the chair, with President pro
tem West presiding. Mr. Harris pre
sented Bill No. 68, an act to amend
one of the articles in Chapter 510¢
With the rules wsaived, his Bill No.
69 was read on {ts title and placed on
its passage, the vote of 26 being unani-
This bill was relative to the
municipality of Key West, a lengthy
bill, requiring nearly a half hour in

numerous bills,

mous.

question had agitated him and he had
Mr. Beard
gald he addressed himself to the con-
scientious disceretions of the Senators:
that they drew pay for Sunday and
Sunday should count in the three-day
Mr. Broome said he was
no lawyer, but he had some common
sense and he knew that if the Senate
adjourned from Thursday until Mon-
day that body would be most severely
criticized by the people and that he
desired to go on retord as against such
Mr. lymurhriel said
it did not bother him 1in the
least what people have to say about
it, for it the majority of the members
have business to take them away, he
was perfectly willing if the majority

looked for U, 8. decisions.

calculation,

an adjournment,
that

SENATOR JOHN BEARD.

By request Senator Humphries in- -

troduced Senate Joint Reselution No.
3 and Mr. Beard introduced Senate
Resolution No. 20, relstive to a cor-
rection of the Journal of April 2,

It was agreed to seod jJolmt resolu-
tions to the desk under Introduction of
Bills,

Among the twenty-nime bills intro-
duced were measures felative to:

Protection of game [Bon-game and
fish; enforcement. of and fixing
of separate State and ty game and
warden fund.

Statistics,

Prevention of adulign
for man and beast; ped
for employment. of expeé

That certain public
Btate Ald.

Aet to incorporate F
soclation at  Buck®e
county.

To keep streets of Tl

To provide for bhongl
waterworks improveng
166,

Establishment of clpality  of
Key West; provide fof iis government,
describe its jurisdic/gm &nd power.

Fixing a penalty /@ any telegraph
company for failure @ transmit and
deliver messages.

Beparation of whitd Sd negroes on
CArs.

Separation of whit and negroes on
urban and suburban

Repeal of section g
slon of Confederate
ora.

Reprint of certals] Yolumes of So
preme Court repori

To prevent cuttl
of timber from
hereafter sold for

Common carrier: |0 héve separate
ticket windows for|'Whites and ne

these bills
to the re

on of food
; provision
chemist,

ghools recelve

pners’ Ald As-
B, Jackson
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to pen-
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With but few exi

read on title were

spective committecs

Rulies were wal . and Seaator

, Henderson's two bl §1 angd 52,
were passed. BI! NG 81 provides
for an issue of §7/PW for the
scquiring at 7T & waler

of Senators so voted, and he called
alttention to the fact that last session
the custom had been o adjourn over
from Friday tw Monday. He hoped,
however, that no such condition would
prevall as last session, for the direct
result of being In sesslon only one
Saturday had resulted In crowded
calendars, night and rush work. He
concluded with the statement that "It
is our duty to siay.”

Mr. Buckman defined “a day” as In-
terpreted. Ho sald he was here W
sacrifice his private business for the
work of the Benate,

Mr, Henderson then stated that he
had brought up the subject of adjourn-
ment, as he believed it would sult the
convenience of the body, but as it was
& question of the Constitution, he
begged leave to withdraw his motlon,

Al this point & message from the
House was received that it had passed
House Concurrent Resolutipn No. 1.
The resolution was read.

With the rules waived the resolution
was taken up and considered by the
Benate.

This brought Mr. Beard in promi-
nence ou the floor. He called atien.
tion to the fact that the Senate had
passed a slmllar resclution-—the very
one introduced by him, and that it
wag more comprehensive than the
House resolution, and that it had been
certified by the House. He sald that
he did not see any use to walve the
rules,

“The chalr rules,” sald the Presi
dent, “that a motion to walve the rules
is not debatable.”

As the resolution was of such vast
importance, Mr. Adams moved that
the Secretary read the resolution,
There was & little delay In the clerk
finding the Journal and some remark
was made that the clerks had all
they could do and handle, which, how-
ever, was no reflection upon them.
The Henate Concurrent Resolution
was read and Mr. Beard remarked
that what he had to say on the sub-
ject, the difference between the (wo
resolutions, was that the oune from

{Continued on Page Four,)

- —— - - ——————

i ———_.

FTor the session

S e ——————

WILL CUT
OUT NEGRO

If Senator Beard’s Proposed
Amendment Is Accepted
—Would Make a Test
Case of Legality of Four-
teenth and Fifteenth
Amendments to U. S.
Constitution.

Elimination of the negro from peli-
tics in Florida through disfranchise-
ment i the object of a point resolu-
ton offered by Senator Board Wed-
nesday.

This joint resolution provides for an
amendment to Section 1, of Article VI,
of the Constitution, reading as fol
lows:

“Section 1. wvery white male per
son of the age of twenty-one years ang
upwards that shall, at the time of reg-
istration, be a citizen of the United
States, and that shall have resided and
had his habitation, domicile, home and
place of permanent abode in Florida
for one year and in the county for
six months, shall in such county be
deemed a qualified elector at all elec-
tions under this Constitution. Natur.
alized citizens of the United States
at the time of and before registration
shall produce to the registration offi-
cers his certificate of naturalization or

a duly certified copy thereof.”

The proposed amendment differs
only from the amendment to the Con-
stitution in the Acts of 1893, in having
the word “white" precede the word
“male” Iin the first line of Section 1,
but the addition of that word will
permit the suffrage privilege to white

a1y - i1 .
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Some negro will make a test case
and carry the matter to the est
Fedral court, where at last the ue
of the legality of the fourteenth and
fifteenth amendments will have to be
squarely met,

Doubt has always existed of the legal
Joatifieation of the fourteenth and fif-
leénth amendments to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and while
many cases Involving alleged rights
under these amendments have been
taken to the Supreme Court, yet in
some manner the direct point of de-
termining their legality has been
evaded,

The enactment of Senator Beard's
resolution will furnish the opportunity,
and will forever establish the legal
status of the two last amendments,
or else 1ift the burden of their belng
from the nation forever.

REDUCES
- THE FARE

To Two and One-Half
Cents a Mile Is the Scope
of Bill Introduced By
Representative Long.

Brief and slmple in its wording, di-
rect and positive in its suthority, but
covering a vast fleld, is the
fare Dbill, placing the rate at 213
cents in this Btate, that was intro-
duced In the House yesterdsy by Rep-
resentative Long, of Clay.

The principal sections of the bill,
which, if enacted, would beconle effec.
tive July 1, 1907, are:

“Section 1. That the owners and
operators of steam rallroads in this
State engaged In carrying passengers
shall not charge exceeding two and
one-halfl cents per mile per passenger
for carrying any passenger from one
polat to another In this State."

“Bec, 2. Any corporation, partner
ship, assocation or person owning or
operating such rallroad; or officer, ser-
vaut, or agent of any such, who shall
knowingly charge or accept at a
rate than prescribed by this aet,
be gullty of a misdemeanor, and shall
on convietion be flned not less than
twenty-five dollars nor more than ole
bundred dollars for each offense™

Wise—-Now, be's got what | ecall
“horse sense.” Ascum-—How, for in
stance’ Wise—He never bets ot one -~
Philadeiphia Press.
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voters alone, if the joint resolution
 pested and rcited by the godple,
ghs'unbisnd o8 Sateseran s B L 4




